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WASHINGTON, Jan. 18, 1875,
TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED BTATES:—

I nave the honor to make the following
answer t0 a Benate resolutlon of the 8in
inst., asking for Information as to any ioter-
ference by any military officer or any part of
the army of the United States wiith the or-
ganization or procecdings ol the General Assem-
bly of the State of Loulsiana or either branch
shereof, and aiso lnquiring in regard to the exist-
ence of armed organizations in that Siate hostile
to the government thereol and Intent on over-
turning such government by lorce.

To say that lawlesaness, turbulence.and blood-
shed have characterized the political affairs of
that State since [ts organization under the recon-
strucfion acta 18 only to repeat what has become
_!eil knQWD a8 A parl._litl Its unhappy history. But
it iy bé firoper here to refer to the election of
1868, by which the republican vote of the State,
through freud and violence, wagé reduced to a few
thoosands, and to the bloody riots of 1806 and 1868,
10 BlOW that the disorders there are not due to any
recent causcs or 10 any late action of the Tederal
Authorities. 5

AN UNDISGUISED CONSPIRACY.

Prepararory to the election of 1872 a shamelul
and undisguoised conspiracy was formed to carry
that election agminst the repuublicang without re-
gard to law or right, and to thatend the mos:
glaring trauds and lorgerics were committed 1o the
returns after many colored cilizens had been
dented registration and otuers deterred by fear
from casting their bellots, When the time
came for @ flonal caovass of the wotes 1n
view of the foregoing facts Willam . Kellogg,
the republican candidate for Governor,
brought suit upou the equity side of the Unired
#eates Circmut Court for Louislana and against
Warmoth and others who had obtained possession
of the returns of the eiection, represeating that
several tboussnd voters of the State had been oe-
prived of toe eicctive Iranchise on account of their
color, and praying thuatl steps might be taken to
bave sald votes connted, and for general reliefl.

To eneble sbe Court to lnquire as to the truth of
ahe allegations a temporary resiraining order was
isauoed against the defendants, which was at once
wholly disregarded and treated with contempt by
tnoee to whom It was directed. These proceed-
ings have been widely denounced a8 a0 UDWAr-
rantable interlerence by the federal janiciary with
she election of State officers, but it 18 to be remém-
bered that, by the Fifteenth amendment to the
constitutlon of the United States, the political
equality of colored citizens ls secured, and, onder
the second section of that amendment, provided
that Congress ahall have power to enforce it pro-
vislons by appropriate legisiation,

AN ACT BECURING COLOBRED SUFFRAGE.

An act was passed on the 8ist of May, 1870, and
amended in 1871, the object of wolch was to pre-
vent the denisl or abridgment of the suffrage to
citizens on account of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude, and it has been held by all the
_federal judges belfore whom the question has
arisen, including Justice Strong, of the Bupreme
Court, that the protection affurded by this amend-
ment and these actsa extends to State as well as
other elections; and that it 18 the duoty of the
federal ocouris to enlorce 1ihe provisions of
the constitution o! the United States and the laws
passed 1n pursuance thereof I8 too clear to admit
©f cOnLroversy.

Section 15 of the sald act, after numeroug pro-
visiona therein to prevent an evasion of the Fif-
teenth amendmeant, provides that the juriadicrion
of the Uircuit Court of tue Unlted States shall ex-
tend to all cases In law oOr equity arising under the
provisions of said act and of the act amendatory
thereol. Congress seems Lo have contemplated
equitable a8 well as legal proceedings to prevent
the denial of suffrage 1o colored citizens, and it
may be asserted that If Keliogg's bill in the
above pamed case did Dot present 4 case
for the equitable Interposition of the Court
that no such chse con arise under the act.
That the conrts of the United states have the
right to interiero in various ways with State elec-
tions Ao a# to malotain political equality and rights
therein, wrrespecilve of race or color, -18 com-
paratively s new, and to some It seems L0 be a
stariling idea. Butitresalts aa clearly from the Fif-
teenih amendment to the constitution and the auts
that have been passed to cnlorce shat amendment
as the abrogauion of State laws upsetting sla-
very, results from the Thirteenth amendment to
1he conatitotion. While the jurisdiction of the cours
In the case of Kellogg vs. Warmoth and othets is
clear to my mind, It seems that some,of the,orders
made by the Judge o that and the kindred case
o1 Antoine were Ulegal. But while tuey are so held
aud considered 1t Is not to be lorgotten that the
mandate of his Court had been contemptouously
defled, and they were made while wid
scenes ol anarchy wore aweeping away all
reqtraint of law and order. Doubtlgss the
Judge of this Court made grave mistakes; but
the iaw allows |lum great lauitude, not only
in punishing those who condemn his orders
and injunctions, but in preventing the consumma-
tlon o1 the wrong, which he has judiclally for-

biadeo.
Mi§ EXCBLLENOY'S OPINION.

Whatever may be said or thought of those mnt-
tera it was only made kpown (o me that the pro-
cess of the United Stares Court waa resisted. and,
assnld aots especiully provide for the use of tho
army and navy when necessary to enforce judtcisl
process arlsing thercunder, | considered it my duty
to see that such processa was executed according
to the judgment of the Court. Resulting from
these proceedings, through various controversies
and complications, & State administration was or-
ganized with Willlum P, Kellogg as Governor,
Which, in the dlscharge of my duty under secvion
4, articie 4 ol the consttution, 1 have recognized
&8 the government of she State.

It has beon bisterly and persistently alleged that
Keliosr was not elagied. Whekheg e weg or nof

18 not altogether certaln, nor1s 1% any mMOre cer-
tain $hat his competitor McEoery wae chosen.
The elsotion was & glgantic fraud, and shere are
no reliable returas of 1ts resnls,

Kellogg obtained possession of the oMoee, and in
my opinlon bas more right to it than his compet-

itor,
THE GREAT CRIME S0 CALLED,

On the 20th of February, 1873, the Committee on
Privileges wnd Elecuons of the Senate made & re-
port in which toey say they were satisfled by tes-
timony that manipulstion of the election machin-
ery by Warmoth snd others wis equivalent to 20,000
votes, and they add that to recoguize the McEnery
government, would be recogulsing a goverument
based upon frand In dellance of the wishes ana
intentlon of the volers of the State, assuming
the correctness of the atatemoents in this report,
and they seem to have been geuerally accepted
by the country.

The grest crime In Lonlslana abous which so
mueh has been sald, 9, that ooe i8 holding the
oftice of Governor who was cbeated out of 20,000
votes, Against another wnose title to the office
18, undoubtedly, based on fraud and in de-

flance of the wishes and intentions of the votera |

of the State. Misiniormed and misjudging as w0 the
nalure und extent of this report the supporters of
McEnery proceeded to displace hy jorce 1o some
counties of the State the appointees of Governor
Kellogg, and on tne 13th of April, in an eftort of
that kind a butebery of citizens was committed
at Colfax which in bloodtiirstiness and barbarity
18 hardly surpassed by any acts of savage warfare.
A NUMBER OF NEGROES KILLED,

To put this matter bevond controversy 1 quote
from the charge of Judge Woods, of the United
States Circuit Court, to the jary in the case of the
United States v, Crulkshank and others, in New
Orleans, 1n March, 1874, He said, “In the case on
trial there are many facts not In controversy. 1
proceed to state some of them in the presence and
hearing of counsel on both sides, and If
1 state ns a conceded fact any matter that is dis
puted they can correct me.” After atating the
origin of the dificulty wiich grew out of an at-
tempt of white persons to drive the parish julge
and sheriff appointees of Kellogg from ofMoe, and
toeir attempted protestion by colored persons,
which led to some fighting, In which quite
8 number of negroes were  killed, the
Judge states:—“Most of thoge who were
not killed were taken prisoners, Fifteen or
glxteen of the biacke had hited the boards and
taken refuge under the floor of the Court House
They were all captured. About thirtyseven men
were taken prisoners—she number 18 not definitely
fixed. They were kept under guard ootil dark.
They were led out 1wo by two and shot; most of
the men were shot to death, a few were wounded,
not mortally, and, by pretending to be dead, were
afterward, during the night, able to make sheir
eacape, Among them was the Levi Nelson, named
in the indictment.

The dead bodies of the negroes killed 1n this
affair were left unburied until Tuesday, April 15,
when they were buried by & deputy marshal and
an officer of the miiltla from New Orleans,

These perszons [ound fifty-nine bodies. They
ghowea pistol fhot wounds, the great majority in
the head, and tbe rest of them in the back of ibe
bead.

In addition to the Afty-nine dead bodies some

i
|

|

which seemed inevitable the moment federal sop-
port should be withdrawn,
THE WHITE LEAGUES,

Prior to and with & view to the late election in
Louisiana white men assogiated themselves to-
gether in armed bodies, called “White Lesgues,”
and at the same time sratements were made in
the democratic journals of the State tnad the elecs
tion 14 be iugt the rep at all
hazaras, wnich very naturally greatly alarmed the
colored voters.

Dy section 4 of the act of February 28, 1871, It 18
made the duty ol United States marshals and their
deputies at the polls where votes are cast for rep-
resentatives in Congress, to keep the peace,
and prevent any violations of the 8o-
calied Enforcement actd and other offences
agalnst the laws ol the United States: und upon &
requisition of the Marshal of Louisiana, and in
view of sald armed organigations aud other por-
tentous circumstances, 1 cansed detachmends of
troopa to be stationed in various localities In the
State to ald him in the perirrmance of his cMolal
duties, That there was intimldation of republican

eautions, admits of no doubt.
specimens of the meags used :—
INTIMIDATION EVIDENCR,
On the 14th of October eighty persons signed and
published the following ot Sureveport :—
“We, the undersigned, merchsuts of the clty of
dhreveport, tn obedlence to & reqaest of the

The following are

| which

voters at 3 G
the elecilon, notwithstanding these pre- | government thus nid bean recognized by me T

Shreveport Campatgn Club, agree to use every |

endenvor to get our employéds to vote the people’s
ticket at the ensulng clection, and in the event of
thelr refusal so 1o do, or in case they vote
the radical ticket, to reiuse to employ them
at the expiration of their present contracts.’

On the same day another lurge body of persons
published in the same place a paper in which thoy
used the following language :—

*We, the undersigned, merchants of the city of
Shrevepors, alive to the great importance of se-

| cuting good and honest government to the State,

charred remains of dead bodies were discovered
near the court house, Blx dead bodies were found |
under & warshouse, all shot 1o the head, puiom or
tWo weré shot 1 th breast. o onfy Waits an |
injured from the beginning of these troubles |
10 their close was Hadnot Harris The
Court House and 1te contents were entirely
consumed. ‘There 18 no evidence that any
one in the crowd of whites bore any lawful |
warrant for the arrest of any of the blacks. There
{8 no evidence that either Nash or (azabot afier
the aMeir ever demanded the offices to which
they had set up claim; bul the Register contlnued
to uct a8 the parisn judge anda Shaw as Sheriff.
“BLOODY AND MONSTROUS CRIME,"

These are the facta In this case as I
understand them to be admitted. To hold
the people of Loulsinpa generally respousivie
for these atrocities would not be just, but It i85 a
lamentabie fact thek insdperable obstructions
were thrown in the way of punisilog these mor-
derers and the so-called conservative papers of
the State not only justified the massacre but de-
nounced a8 federal ftyranny and despotlam
the attempt of the United States officers
to bring them to justice. Fierce denuncia-
tiona ring through the country aboaot ofice-
holding unad clection matters in Louisians,
whlle every one of the Colfax miscreants goes un-
whipped of justice, and no way can be lound in
this boasted land of civilization and Christianity
to puuish the perpetrators of this bloody and
monstrous crime,

THE COUSHATTA MABSACRE,

Not unilke this was the massacre of August last.
Beveral Northern young men of capital and enter-
prise had started Im the lttle and dourishing
town of Coushatta. Some of them were re-
publicana and office-holders under Kellogg.
They were, therefore, doomed to death. Bix of
them were gecured and carried away from thelr
homes and killed in cold blogd. No one bag been
punished, and the conservative press of the Btate
denounced all efforts to that end and poidiy
justiied the crime. Many murders of like
characier bave been committed in individaal
cases which cannot here be detalled. For
cxample, 8 8, Crawford and Jodge P. H.
Harris, District Attorney of the Twelith Judi-
clal district of the State, on their way to
court, were shot Irom thelr horses by men in am-
busah on the 8th of October, 1874, and the widow of
the former, in & eommunication to the Depars-
ment of Justice, tells a piteons tale of the perseou-
tions of her husband vecause he was a Unlon man,
and of the efforts made to screen those
who hasd committed & c¢rime which, to use
her language, “left two widows and nine orphans
desolate.”
white citizen was not considered & crime in
Lomsiana would probably be unjast to a great
part of the people, but It i8 true that a great num-
ber of such murders have been commitied, and no
one has been punished thereior, and maniestly,
a8 to them, o spirit of hatred and violence ia
BLTODZer than law.

A PICTURE IN DARK COLORS,

Representations were made to me that
the presenve of troops in Loulsiang was
unnecessary and Irritating to the people,
and that there wss no danger of public
disturbance If they were taken away. Conae-
quently, early In a3t summer the troops were all
withdrawn from the State with the exception of o
small garrison at New Orleans barracks. It was
claimed that & comparative state of gqaiet had
supervened. FPolitical excitement as to Looisiana
ufMalrs seemed to be dylog out, but the November
election waa approaching and it was necessary
for party purposes that she ame should be rekin-
dled. Accordingly, on tbe 14th of September, D,
0, Penn, clalming that he was elected Lientenant
Governor In 187% 18sued an Inflammatory proclam-
atlon calling upon the militla of the State to arm,
assemble and drive IToIm power the usurpers, as
he designated tne oficers of the State,

rhe White Leagues armed and, ready for the
conflict, promptiy responded. On the same aay
the Governor made u tormal requisition upon me,
pursaant to the act of 1705, and section 4, article
4 of the constitution, to aid in suppressing domes-
tic violence. On the next day [ 18sued my procia-
mation commanding the insargents to dls-
perse within flve days from the date
thereof, but before the proctamation was publinhed
in New Orleans the organized and armed forces
recogniging a usarping Governor had taken
foreible possession of the State House, and tem-
porarily subverted the government. Twenty or
more people were killed, inciuding & number of
the police of the city.

‘Ihe streets of the cliy were stained with blood.
All thas was desired in the way of excitement had
been accomplished, and (o view of the stens taken
to repress (t tne revolulion was apparentis,
though, it I8 tbelicved, not really, abandoned, and
the ery of federal usurpatlon ana tyranmy in
Louisiana was renewed with redoubled energy.
Troops had been sent to the Siate under this re-
quisttton of the Udovernor, and as other disturbe
ances seemed imminent they were allowed to re-
mein there to render the Execative such nld as
might become necessary to emiorce the laws of
the Niase pugd renrasy fhe conlloned vielende

—— e

| Governor 1o nse the

| riotous
To say that the murder ol a negro or | 1

do agree and pledge ourselves nod wo advance any
sappliea or moncy to any planter the coming year
who will give employment or rent lands to la-
norers who vote the radical ticket in the comlug
election.”

THE RETURNING BOARD JUSTIFIED,

1 nave notnformation of the proceedings of the
Returning Board for sald election which may nog
be found in its report which has been published,
butitisa matter of pablie loformation that a
great part of the time taken to canvass the votes
was consumed by the argnment of lawyers, sev-
eral of whom represented each party before the
Bourd., 1have no evidence that the proceedings

| be recollected, too, that upon m

| the grounds of recognition, to Congress, and asked

of thig Board were not in accordance with the |

1sw under which they scted, Whether in execlad-
mg from the connt certain returps they were
right or wrong is a guestion that depends upon
the evidence they had before them. But it is
very clear that thelaw gives them the power, If
they choose to exercise it, of aeclding that way,
and prima facie the persone whom they return as
clected are entitled to the offices for which they
were candidates.
THE STORY OF THE OUTRAGE,

Respecting the slleged interference by the mill-
tary with the organization of the Legisiniure of
Loutsiana on the 4th [nat, 1 have no knowledge or
inforination which has not been recelved by

me einte that cme and published; my
firdt  Information. was (rom the papers of
the morning of the 6th of January. I did not

know that any such whing was anticipated, and no.
ordera or uuﬂ‘gpstwn,q wgre ever given to BRIy
military e®ieer in that Htate prior to the oceur-

rence. Iam well aware thal aoy military inters-
| fercnce by the ofMcers or troops of the D!ﬁ;ed

States with the organization of 8 State Legiala-
ture or any ol its proceedings, or with any clvil
department of the gotvernment, |8 repugpant to
our ideas of governmens, [ can conceive of no
case not Involving rebellion or Ingurrection where
guch Interfercnce by anthority of the general gov-
ernment ought to be permitted or can be justified.
But there are clreumstances connected with the
legisiative lmbroglio In Loulsiana which geem to
exempt the military from any intentional wrong
in that matter, knowing that they had been placed
in Loulslana to prevent domestic v.olence ana aidin
the enforcement ol the State laws. The officers
and troops of the United States may well have
supposed that It was their duty to act when called
upon by the Governor for that purpose. Each
branch of the Legislative Assembly 19 the jodge of
the election and qualifications of i{ts own mem-

bers; but Uf another hody of unautiorized per-
gong eeize apd hold the Leglslative all
In & sumultoons and  riotous  manuer,
and 80 prevent any organization by those
legally returned as elected, I maght be the duty of
the State Kxecutive to interfere il required by a
majority ol the members eject to suppress the dis-
turbances and enable the persons elected to or-
gamee the House. Any exercise ol this power
would only be justifiaple under most exiraordi-
nary cirenmstances, and It would then be the
duty of the Governor to call upon the constabn-
lary, or, If necessary, the military force of the
Stute. But wits reference to Loumsiana
It {8 to be borne In mind that any attempt by the
police force of that State at
this time would have undoubtedly hastened & oon-

fiict with the White League, a8 It did on the 14th |
There 18 no doubt but that the |

of September,
presence of the United States troops upon that oe-
casion prevented bloodshed and the loss of life,
Botn parties appear to nave rellea npon them as
conservators of the public peace, The frst cail
wins made LY the democrata 0 remove persons
obnoxious 'o them [rom the Legislative Hall, and
the second was (rom Ine republicans to remove
persons who bhad nsorped sents In the Legislature
withoat legal certificatea aunthorizing them to
geats, and In sofMcient number to change
the majority. Nobody Was disitorbed by the
mitary who had a legal right at that
time 0 occupy a seat in the Legisiature. That the
demoeratic minority of the House undertook to
gelze its organization by frand and violence; shac
{n thig attempt they trampled under foot law; that
they undertook to make persons not returned as
electsd, members, 50 a8 0 create & mMajority ; that
they ncted under a Dsrecencerred plan and under
false pretencea introduced into the Hall a body of
men to support their pretentions by force, L
necessary, Aand that conflet, disorder and
proceedings  followed, are facts
that seem fo be Wwell established, and
am credibly Informed that these vio-
lent proceedings were 4 part of a premedi-
tated plan to have the House organized in this
way, recognize what has neen called the McEnery
Senate, then to depoae Governor Kellogg, and 80
revolutionize the Siate government. Whether it
was wrong for the Governor, at the request of a
majority of the members returned as elected to
the House, to use puch theans as were in his power
to defeat those lawless and revolutlonary
Erocemlmzs 18, perhaps, & debatable question;
nt {t 48 quite certain that there would have bheen
no trouble 1If they who now complain of illegal
interference had allowed the House to be orgin-
lzed in & lawful and regular manner. When
those who inaugurated disorder and anarchy
disavow harsh proceedin it will be time
enough to condemn those who by gsuch means as
they have prevent Lhe success of their lawleas
apd desperate pehewes, Lieatenaut General
Sheridan was requested by me Lo go to Loulsiana
to observe aud report the situation there,
and 1, 1n his opinion Decessary, to Assnme
the command, which he did on the 4tn
inst. after the legistative disturbances had oo.
curred, at nine o'clock at night, a nonmber of
bours aiter the disturbance,
SAERIDAN VINDICATED.

No party motives or prejudices can reasonahbly
be imputed to bim: but, honestly convinced by
winl he has heard there, he has characterized the
leaders of the “White Leagues'' in severe terms,
and suggested summury modes ol procedure
ngnlmﬂ them, which, though they canuot be
adopted, would, i legal, soon put an end to the
troubles and  disoiders  In that  Swate.
General Sheridan was looking at facts, and
yosaihiy not thinking ol proceeaings which wonld
Le the on'y proper ones to pursue in time of peace,
He thought more of the ntierly lawleas conditlon
of secrecy surronnding him at the time ol his de-
spateh and o1 what wonid prove a sure remedy.
He never proposed to do an llegal act, or ex-
pressed o determination to proceed beyond what
the 14w (o the future might authorize for the pun-
{shment of the atrocities wihich have beenm coms
mitted and the commission of which canunot be
uucce%ullj‘ denied.

ILLEGAL BODIES TO NE TOLERATED,

It 18 & aeplorable 1aot that political crimes
and muarders have beeh committed o
Louisiana  which have gone unpunished,
and which have lLeen justified or apologized for,
which must rest as 4 reproach upon the State and
conniry long arter the present question has passed
AWAY. Lbuve no desire to have United States
troops interiere in the domeatio concerns of Loois-
lana or any other State, On the 9th of Decamber
Iust Governor Keliogg laln‘{’lwlm Lo me his ap-
prehensions  that  Lhe Luite Leagne Ino-
tended fto make another attack u the

to which, on the &al day,

following auswer, Blnce which
no communication has been addressed to him:—
“Your d tch of this date just recelved. It Is
exmdmmy nnpalatable to use troops in antieipa-
tion of danger. Let the Stale autuorities pe right
and shen with thetr duties witbout appre-
hension of dsuger. II they are then molesied the
uestion will be determinad whether the United
tates 18 able to malntain law and order within lts
limits or not." I have deplored she necessity which
seemed to make It my duty under the conatitution
and laws to direct sucn interforence. [have always

Imperarive duty to act in fuch a manner under the
consutallon and laws of the United Siates. | have
repeatedly and earnestly entreated the people of
the South to live together io peace and obey the
laws, thereby removing all necessity for the
presence of troops among them. 1 regret, how-

ever, tO SAY that Lhis siste of things does not
e nor does its existence seem Lo
be desired in some locnlities; and @8 o
those it may be proper for me to
say that to "the extent that Congress
has conlerred power n me Lo prevent it,

neither Ku Kiux Klans, Wnite Leacues, nor any
oiher sasoclation using arms and violence 0 ex-
ecute Lhelr unlawiul purposes, cao be permitted n
that way Lo govern any pars of this country, nor
can | see With indidferénce Union men or republi-
cang osiractsed, persecuted and murdered on e
count of their opinions, as they now ure ia sowe
localives,
CONGRESS TO BLAME.

I have heretoiore urged tne case of Louislana
upon the attention of Congress, and I cannot but
taink that 1w | lon bas produced great evil
o summarize :—o SBeptember last an armed, or-
ganized bouy ol men iu the support of candilates
who had peen pu® in nomination lor the oMess of
Governor and Lieutenant Governor at the
November elec lon in 1872, and who had been de-
clared not electsd by the Board of Can-
vasserd  reconized by all  the courtds to
the qguesiton had been submilted,
uodersook to subvert and overthrow the btate

accordance with previous precedents, The recog-
niged Governor was driven [rom the State
House, and but for nis fAndiog shelter in the
United States Custom Hooese 1o the capital of
the Stare of which he was Governor it 18 mmuldy
to be doubted that he would have been killed,
From the Ssate House a call wis made 1n acoord-
ance with the fourth sectdon, fourth article
o! the constitution of the United States for the aid
ol the geueral government to suppress domestic
vivlence. Under those circumsatances and in ae
cordance with my aworu duties my proclamaticn
of the 15ih of Beptember, 1874, was issued,
This served to reinstate Guvernor KeMogg

his po:ition nolinally, but 1t cannot
be clalmed that the Insurgents have so s
dlf surrendered %0 the State suthorities arms
belonging 1o the State, or toal IM{ have in
any sense disarmed. 0On tbe consrary it I8 knowt
tuAt the same wrmed organizations tbat existed
on tha 14th of Beptember in up tlo to too
recognized Siate government atill retaln thelr or-
gAuiZation, equipmenta and commanders, and can
be called ont wt'uny hoar to realss the State gov-
ernment.  Under these circumstances the same
military force bas been continued in Loulsiann
B4 Was sent there under the fdrst call, and
under the swme general Ingtructions. 1 remeas
that the task assumed by the troops I1s not a
pleasant one to them; that the army I8 not com-
posed of Inwyrs, capable ol jJudging ata moment's
notice jnst how far they can go In the main-
:f];ll:nu of law and order, aud that it was lmpos-

to give specifie instrnotions providing

for all _p conting 8  that might
arise. The troops were bound o et
apon  the judgment of the commanding

oeer upon each sodden conuingency that arose,
or wilit Instructions which could only reach them
after she shreatened wrongs had been comumisted
which they were called on to prevent. It should
¥ recognition of
the Kelloge government I reported the lact, wito

that body to take nction in the matter, othrerwise
I shonld regard their silence as an acquirscence o
my course.  No acslon has bean taken by that
body, and I have mamntilned the position then
marked out.

If error has been committed by the army In
these matters it nas always been on the side of
the preservation of good order, the maintenance
of law and the protecsion of 1ife, Their bearing
reflects credil upon the soldiers, and {f wrong has
resuited the blame {8 with the turbulent elements
surrvunding them,

I now earnestly B8k tnat such action be taken hy
Congress aa to leave my duoties g;arnmtl clear 1o
desling with the affaird ol Louisiana, giving as-
surance at the same time that whatever may be
done by that body In the premises will be executed
accoraing to the spiric and letter of the law with-
out [ear or (avor.

I nerewith transmit copies of the documents
containing more spectfic lnformation as to Lho
subject matter of the resoluticn. U, 8. GRANT.

EXECUTIVE MANSION, Jan. 13, 1876

THE DOCUMENTS.

- % T o

The documents accompanylng the President's |
Mesgage are voluminous. The first I8 a letrer
from Governor Kellogg, dated August 10 last, ad-
dreased to Prealdent Grant at Long Branch, in
which Governor Kellogg regrets to have to (rouble
nim again about Louisiana affalrs, but the excep-
tional clreumstances and the (mportance of the
igsues mmvelved render It necessary he shonld
make a brief statement of the sltuatlon, which he
proceeds to do, premising that Loulslana is now |
the last State in the Southwest, except Misgis-
sippi, that remalns true to the republican paruy.
He concludes by saying:(—

I respectinilmmisd earoestly suggest that if the |
United States wrodps were returned to their posts

| in this State such a courae would have & most

| tember 19 to the Attorney General:—

‘the Hoard may b

salutary effect, anda would prevent muct biood- |
ghed and probably & formal call upon the Presi-
dent and & renewed tation of the Loulsiana
question, which otherwise a quiet, lair election
pext Nuvember would lorever set at rest, and
fully vindicate your just policy roward us,

MORE REQUESTS FOR TROOPS,

Marshal Packard, on Aogust 30 last, telegrapha
Attoroey General Willlams a request to the Bec-
retary of War to order a sufficient force tmme-
diately to aid Io the discharge of Lis duules as re- |
quired by law. The registration was about to |
commence, Large bodles of armed and mounted
white men had appearsd. Tbrough fear of them
the blacks woula be unable to register or vote in
case of a coutict, which Packard regarded as im-
minent.

On August 30 Governor Kellogg Lnforms Attor-
ney CGeneral Willlams of a gross outrage, which
had just been perpesrated at Coushatia. The
presence of troope would go far to prevent vio-
lence and bloocashed. He said there was *“an
openly avowed policy of exterminating republi-
cang, "

Information I8 sent to Attornay General Williama
by Marshal Puckard and [hatrict Altorney Beeck-
with, dated September 10 and 18, of the proceed-
ings of the White Leagues, and urglng the neces-
Bity lor troops to prevent murder, &c.

On the 14th Governor Eellogg makea a requist-
tion on the President to fuke measures to puc
down she aomeatic violence and 1nsurrection then
prevaling.

Numerous telegrams are gent to the Attorney
General by Marshal Puckard and others, asserting
that armed mobs were reported all over New
Orleans, Leaguers are much more formidable than
is supposed, &c.

LIFE *‘A PRECIODS ARTIOLE."
The Mayor of 8t. Franclsville telegraphs Sep-

The tmely arrival of federal troops has saved
the livea of uwofending ropublicans, We look
confldently to the loyal North for the sapport
which they have so generonsly extended the
weak, and hope the protection of the gevernment
wiil conrinne notil the elections ure over. Life 18
deur 10 us and we cannot risk ag article so pre-
cions when surrounded by murderous White
Leaguers.

TROOFS, TROOPE, TROOPS,

Mr. Packard, November 1, requests a post to
be establisbed ar Natcbitoches, and General Emory
be ordered to place a company of troops there.

October 19, S, B. Packard, chairman of the
Btate Central Committee, and Governor Kellogy, '
Mezgra. Durell, Casey, Sypher and Morey address
A telegram Lo Attorney General Williums, say-
ing:i—

We nave anthentic Information that systemarle
violence and 1ntimidation will be practised toward
republican voters on the day of election at three
or four points 1n'this State, and we earnestiy re-
quest that General Emory be justructed to send
troops to Fraunklin, 5i Mary's parieh; Napoleon-
vilie, Assumption parish, and Moreauville, Avoy-
ellea parial, Oovernor Kellogg will farnish traos-

portation to these potnis withoat coat to the gov-
ernment,

WHITE LEAGUE PURTOSES,

On December 9 Governor Kellogg telegraphed
President Grant:—

Intormation reaches me that 1he White Leagne
Purpors MAKIng Ao uitack upon the Siate House,
especially teat portion occupled by the Treasurer
ol the State. The organization |8 very numerous
and well armed, and the State forces now avalk-
able are not suMicient to resist successinly any
movement they may make. With a view of pre-
venting such an attempt and the biondshed whicn
wouid be likely to result should an msurlmnt body
gain possession of the State House i dispersin
them, I respectfully request that a detachment o
United States troops be ataticned 1o that portion
of the 8t Loms Hotel which |s not used for any of
the State offices, where they will be rendily avall.
able to prevent any =och iasurrectionary move-
ment ad that contemplated,

VIOLENCE THREATENED,

Ex-Governor Wells, President of the State Re-
turning Board, telegraphed to the President De-
cember 10th:—

The members of the Board are bein ubtiel,
and priviately threatencd with wuiune‘e. paml BE
attack upon the Wtate House—whici is likely to
result in bloodshed—Is algo threatened. By re-
quest of the Bourd I reapectfully ask that & de-
tachment of troops be stationed In the State
House so that w& eliberations and final action of

ree rom lntumidation wod vio-

FRIGHTENING THE NRGRORS,
The United States Commissioner for Shreve.
port, A. B Levisa, gives a full statoment of the
candition of a#atrs in Norsh Loulalaas, referring

lence,

10 an alleged scheme to expel from the country
the republican leaders, and then to [righten the
negroes Into acquiescence with their wishes; and
charging that the whites were driving the freed-
men from their homes, naked and penntiess, to
endure the severtties of winter as best they might.
The negroes are cheated of thesr rights and have
no redreds wilh the mixed juries of the local
courts.
CONFIDENTIAL TO SHERIDAN,

The following was communicated confidentially

1o General Sheridan :—
War DEFARTMENT,
WasmNgron, D. O, Dec. 24, 1874,

To General P, H. SHERDAN, Culcago, 1, ;—

GENBRAL—The Fresideut sent 10f me this morn-
ing, wnd destres me to say to you that he washes
you to visit the States of Loulsiana and Missis-
sippl, snd especially New Orleans, La,, aud Vieks-
burg and Jackson, Miss, and ascsrtain jor your-
self, and for his Information, the general condition
of matiers o those logalities,  You need not
confine your visit to the Btases of Lonisiana and
Ilu-slaalxp.l and may extend your irip to other
Btates, Alabama, &e., Il you se¢ proper, nor need
you confine your visih in the Brates of Louisi-
ane  and slulappl to the places named
What the I'resiaent desires is the
true condition of AMAre and to reeelve
such suggeations from you &5 you may deem ad-
visable and judicions. Inclosed herewith s an
order autborizing you to pssume command of the
«Miltary Division of the South, or auy nortlon of
that diviston, should you see proper to do so, It
muf be possible that clreumstinces may ariee
whieh woula render this o proper course to prrsue,
You can, If you desire u, see Gensral McDowell in |
Louisviile and make known to bim confideutially |
the object o vour trip, but this 18 Dot reguired of
youw. Communjcation with him Dy you is left en-
tirely to your own judgment. Uf eourse you can

take with you soch gentleoen of ar sted
a8 you wigh, apd It 18 Qﬂl that
the trip  should o

glptmr bs*  one
a8 much of pleasore a8 usiness, for the fact of
your mere presense in the locallties refarred to |
will bave, It 18 presumed, a benefleial efect. The

President thin and #o do 1, that & trip Bouth
might be agresable to you, and that you might be
able to obtain & good deal 0! Informatwn on the
subject about which we desire to learn. You can
make your resturn by Wasbimgton and make o
verbal report, and al injorm me Irodn whme to
time of your views and conclusions, Yours sruty,
&o. W. W. BELENAP, Secretary of War.

"
The following despatch sutborizes the Lieuten-
ant General to wke command over the Military
iviston of the South, should he decm it neces-

BATY 1— E
To Lientenant General P. H. BHEgipAN, United

Btates Army, Chicago, 11, ;—

BIR—I1 in the course of the Inapection and 1o-
vestigation the Secretary of War has diréected you |
to make In his communication ol this date you |
8houla find it necesaary to assnme command over
the Milikary Division of the Bouth, or any portion
thereol, the President of the United States nereby
authorizes and instruces you to take the command
aceordingly, and to eslabliah your headyuarters
Al such a polnt 48 you may deem best for the Lo~
terests of the pablic service,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S UFFICE,
WAsHINGTON, Dec, 24, 1874

1 am, air, very respectiully, your opedient ger-
Tant, E. . TOWNSEND, Adjutans General.
A copv of the above letter was furnished Gen-
eral MoDowell, commanding the Military Liviston
0! the South, oaJanuary 5, 1875,
[TELEGRAM.)
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION
OF THE MIssOoURI,
OricAco, 111, Dec, 26, 1874,
To General W. W, BELENAP, Washington, D, C.:—
Your letter bas been received all right,
P. 1. SHERIDAN, Lieutenant General.
CUNFIDENTIAL TO SHERAMAN.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
8r. Louvis, Dec, 25, 1874 }
GENERAL—I have the honor o ackuowledge t1 e
recelpt of your coofldential communication of
December 20, with eunclosures. Your obedient
Bervant, W. 1. SHERMAN, General
To W. W. BELENAP, Becremary of War, Washing-
ton, Dv C

TELEGRAM FROM WILTZ

Next follows a telegram of Mr. Wiltz to the
Fresident, informing him of his eiection as Speaker
of tbe House, and protesting sgalust armed inter-
ference with the Legislatare.

THE “BANDITTI'! DESPATCIL.

Kext appear the¢ telegrams of Sherldan, dated
Japuary & oddressed to the Secretary of Wur,
relating to terrorism, banfittl, &e.

LETTER FROM MAJOW MRRRILL.

General Sherlaan sends to the War Department,
for 118 information, a letter rom Major Merril),
dated Shreveport, December 30, lHe glves the
facts a8 Lo the probabllities of violenve there, and
Bayai—

The three republican members declared elected |
to the Loglslatore by the Returning Board, wno
have gone to New Orieans to take thelr seats, be-
yond doubt could not pgafely return here now,
OQutside of the ofMicers named above there s no
one left to do violence upon; the leading rudicals
have left; the worrylng and barsssiog of the ne-
groes goes on with litle intermission, but lately
no acrs of violence to the peraon have come Lo my
koowledge. Such acts now are conflned to plun- |
dering them, with or without some show ol legal |
form, and driving them from their homes to seek |
places to live elsewhere. The conflict for offices,
whether cont eil by p ble, legal means or
violence, wil stop what lttle legal check now
exists upon crime and wrongdoing, sod will
greatly uggravate the coodition of things, Which
18 already serions enough, But I do nos appre-
hend thas 16 wiil result in extended disorder t
present, because wnerc 18 nothing leit to work
upon exc¢ept Lhe comumoner orders, and partly be-
cause the lending White Leaguers have gone to
New Orleans,

SHERIDAN'S CATALOGUE OF MURDERL

The telegrams of General Sheridan to the Secre-
tary of War, una those from the latter to the |
former, heretofore published, appear io the cor-
respondence, and also the following velegram :—

[TELEGRAM.]
_ . NEW URLHANS, Jan, 10—10:30 P. M.
Hon. \\Ii W, BELENAP, Secretary of War, Wasuing-
ton, D. C.i1—

Since the year 18668 nearly thirty-five hundred
persons—i great majority of whom were colored
mep—buve been kllled and wounded (o this State.
In 1888 the oMcial record suows that 1,884 were
killed and wounded, From 1868 to ihe present
time no official investigation has been made, and |
the otvil suthorities 10 all but o few cases have |
been unable to arrest, convict and punish the per-
perrators, Consequently, theére are no correct
records to be consulted for information. There |
\s ample evidence, however, to show that
more than twelve hundred persons have
been  killed sud  wounded during  this
time on nccount of their political sentimenta,
Frightiol maseacres have occurred 1o the parisbes
ol Bossier, Caddo, Catahouls, Saiul Bernard, Saint
Landry, Grant and Orleans. The general charac-
ter of tue massscres Ln the abuve named parisbes
is 8o well known that it 18 unnecessary to describe
them. The isolatea cases can best pe (llustrated
by the following instances, which I take froma
mass of evidonce now Iying Defore me of wen
Killed on stcount of tbeir political principles. In
Natchitoches purish sthe number of solated cases
reported 18 thirty-three; 1o the parish of Bienville
the number of men killed is thirty: In Red River |

arish the lsolated cases ol men killed |8 thirty- |
'our; in Winn parish the number of 1solated cases
where men were killed is filteen; in Jackson pur-
ish the nnmber killed 18 twenty; in  Cata-
hounla parish the number of isolated cases re. |
ported where men were Killed is flity; and |
most of the country parishes throughous the State
will show a corresponulng state of affairs, The
iollow statements will ilusirate the cnaracter
and kind of these outrages. Ou the 30th of Au-

ust, 1874, lu Red River Ish, six State and par- |
sh oMcers, named Twitchell, Divers, MHolland,
Howell, Bdgertun and Willis, were taken, to |
gether wilh jour negroes, under guard, to be car-
ried out ol the State, and were
DELIBERATELY MURDERED.

On the 20th of August, 1874, Luree negroes were
shot and illle[d at Browosville, just L:e“il]n the a{
rival of the Ugl 168 tFoops In the parish,
Two White Len‘hﬁ 1?6‘33 np ;u A negro cabin and
called for a drink of water. Woen the oid colored |

map turped to draw it they shot him (o the |
bac& and  killed nim, he Courts were
all brokem up in thia  district, and the

District Judge driven out. In ihe parish of Caddo
prior to the arrival of the United Stutes troops, all
of the officers at Bhreveport were compeiled to
abdicate by the White League, which touk pos-
sesslon of the place. Among those obliged to ab-
dicate were:—Walal, the Mayor; Rupers, the
Sheritf; Wneaton, the Clerk of the Uourt; Durant,
the Hecorder, and Ferguson dnd leniro, Adminis-
trators. Two ocolored men, who bad given evi-

ence In regard to frauds commit in the |
parish, were compelied to flee for their lives and |
reached this city last night, nuv:n? uesn amugg\eu l
turongh in & cargo of cotton. In the parish of |
HBosaler the White League have attempted to force
the abdieation of Judge Baker, the United States
Commissloner and the Parisn Judge, together
with O'Neal, tne Sbhenif. and Walker, the
Clerk of the Court; sud they have compelied
the partsh and distriet courts to suspend opera. |
tions, J e Buker states that the Woite Leaguers
potined him several times that if ne became a
candidate on the republican ticket, or i he at- |
templed t0 organige the repubicsn party, he
should not live untl elecilon. ‘I'bey also tried to
intimtdate him through his famiy by making the
same tOreats Lo bis wile; and, when told by him
that he was

A UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER,

they notified him not to sttempt to exerclse the
functions of s oMee. In but lew of the country
parishes can it be truly sald that the law 18
roperiy enloreed ; and o some ol the parishes

e jaddges bave not been mble to bhold eourt for
two years. Human life in tnis State i8 held so
cneurly that when men are killed on account of
political opinions the murderers are regarded
rather as her es than as criminals in the jocalitiea
where they reside aud by the White League and
their supporiers. An illustration of

THE OSTRACIEM THAT FREVAILS

in the Stnte may be foond in A resolution of &
White League ciub in the parish of De Soto, which
#tawen thatl they pledge themselves ‘“‘mnder no
cireumaran alter eoming election, to em-

voles agaings tDe nominees of the white mants
wtr,” Bafety lor individusls who express thaip
oplolon 1n the isolated portion of this State
existed only when that opinion was In favor of the
lmnu%u and parsy supported by the Ku Klux
and hite u”na organizations, Only y
w:ﬂu Judge €rs, {na Parisn  Judge of
th arish  of Matchitocues, called on
mo bis  arrival In elty,
\bat, in order to resch here alive, he
was obliged to leave bis bome by stealth and alter
nightfall and make bis way to Lamle Ror x
and come to this city by way of Memph He
furiber sta'es that, while hwm r was lying aé
the point of death in she ssme village he was
unable to visit bam for lear of sssassination, and
‘etnn Is & uasive of the parmb and bed for

is _poiltical sentimeats only. It la more than

abie that, if bad goveriment bus existed In
State, 1518 the result of
TUE ARMED OMNIANTZATIONS
which have now cryssallizea iuso what Is called
“The White League.” Ipetead of bed governmest
developi them, they Dave by terrorfsm
preven to a considerabie extent tbe collectiun
of taxes, the hoklin e
criminais, and viiaied pubhic
Iamitiariging it with the sce
1 am now en, in com g evidence for &
Actatled report upon the above su but it will
be some timo before I can obialn e requlsite
data w0 cover e cused Lhat Dave occurred
thirooghont the 8tate. 1 will also report in doe
time upon the q&o l'?bleul in che tes of Ar-
P

kansas and Missi
5 AN, Lisutenant General
To. W. W. EXLENAP, Beoretary of War, Wasbings

ton, D. O

Here follows another deapatch from General
Sberidan, already publisbed, mtimating his in-
tention of sending she faregoing report.

MORS DESPATCHES,

General Sieridan aiso sends a communication to
\he Secretary of War, no slenaturs attached, \llus-
‘rating the action of the “banduu™ (n Loulsiana im
kldrapping & member elect of the Legislature.
Next follows Bheridan's telegram to the Becretary
of War, dated January 8, already published, sub.
mitting & report of afalrs a8 they cccurred In
the organtzsiion of the State Legialatars,

TOE WIITE LEAGUN PLAYPORM.

The docoments oconclude with extracta from
Lonisians newspapers, showing the platform of
the Whits League and the intentious of the organ-
Lzatlon, the following serving as & specimen :—

‘The |lnes must-be drawn at onoce, before our op-
ponents are thorougaly crganized, lor by this
means we will prevent many milk and cider fel.
lowa from faliing wnto the enemy's ranks. While
the wiite man's parwy gamnm the negro all of
s present righss they do pot intend that white
CArDets and renegades shal be permitted
10 organise and _prepare the negross (or the com-
Ing campalgn. ithout the assistance of these
viliaiong the negroes are totally Incapabis of effectn-
ally organizing themselves, and unless they are
previously excited and drilied one-half of them
will not come to the pols and & large percentage
Of Lbe remainder will vote the white man's ticket.

COMMENT IN WASHINGTON.
e
WasmiNgToN, Jan, 13, 1875
OPINJONS ON THE PEESIDENT'S LOUISIANA MES-
BAGE—AN ATTEMPT TO MISLEAD PUBLIC SENTI-
MENT—A PROPOSED S0UTHERN POLICY.
That the President’s Message {8 an extremely

_shrewd and clever documsnt {8 the unanimoas
| opinion bere. *Ittakes for granted a esrtain’ num-

ver of disputed polnts and bases & very plausible
argument upon them," wias & remark made of 1%,
It is now ensy to see why the President ro care-
fully avolded seelng any member of the New
Orieans committee. If he bad committed
the imprudence of asking that committce what
the evidence they heard proved he ocould
not have signed his name to this Message, for they
woald have had to inform him that—first, the
Rerurning Board, which he justifies, commutted
copen and clomsy frauds sufMclent to vitiate all its
proceedines; and second, that no evidence waa
brooght to them, though they constantly de-
manaed it, showing intimidation of republican
voters at the last ele¢ilon, which yet the President
asserts to have existed. If he had taken the paing
to read the printed report of the evidence in the
newspapers he coold hardly have made sueh as-
pertions; muach leas if he had asked the commitien
tor a eglght of the complete evidence or
a brief of 1{t, which they must have
brought home with them. *“While he affects the
greateat desire to obey Congress, he Insults it
through lta committes,' was sald in ‘conversation
thie evening; but the answer ol o sealous up-
holder of the President was that Congress had not
{nformed bim that 18 was about to send a commijt-
tee to Loutsiana, and, as he had no oMaoial knowl
edge of anch a proceeding, it was not his duty to
see them on toeir retara and to ook to them for
Information, Meantime people ovegin to see
why it was that Mr. Hoar, who bas sumd-
denly turned up Aas & devoted partisan of the
President, was 80 gealous to keep back the sob-
committee's report; Wby & Tumor Wwaa spread
that the report was “not ready,’ and why Mr.
Charles Foster, the cnalrman of the snb-committee,
nas been besieged by Mr. Hoar and by anxlous
carpet-baggers and coaxed to alter and trim and
change the paraseology of the report, which it s
now known was ready on Monday amd presented

to the committee on that dny. Tbe mate
ter has been suddenly hugger-muggered,
nd Mr. Hoar enjoins secrecy and msakes

mysterions remarks, and no one here knows this
evening even whether tols report, the only doon-
ment giving the condition of Lomsiana affairs
which rests on sworn evidence given by both
sides to the controversy before a competent am-
thority, will ever see the ligh.  As to the full tes.
timony which would enabile the public to form Its
own conclusions, 1t 18 now sald that this will not

be printed under three or lour weeks. By that
time *the party’’ may have invented a polley, or,
iIf not, the sesswon will be o near ite end that =
fali aiscosston of the Loulsiana quession cannot be'
had, 2

“The Message 18 & Jeliberaie and very clever at-
tempt to mislead public opinton,” sald an astute
poliueian here this evening, “and it will probably
gucceed. The New Orleans commitiee's report,
If 1v ever sees the lighs, will come too late.” This
is the general \mpression nere to-night.

Meantime the debate in the Senate goes Om.
General Logan occupied ihe day and, having a
clear volce and distinct otterance, he made an
effecilve speech of the savage and bDicod-thirssy
kind, It 18 sald that he prepared this
speech alter consultation wita the President,
while the Iatter was 8tll in s early
wrath with Louimsans, and that he wonld not or did
not change it toconform to the milder words of
the Message, as that was changed and now stands;
but it 18 more probable that am agreement was
made that the mi'd tone of the Message should be
rupplemented by strong words in the Senate.
Senator Tipion will speak to-morrow, and the dis-
cussion will last a weck or ten days aod will
probably be closed by Mr. Schars.

The lack of confidence m the President’s purs
poses ana the belief that he may easily be led (nto

| wild and vehemsnt measures by his intimates 18

curiously shown by the geheral expression of
satlsiaction here that there 18 to be no such break
in the Cablnet A8 was rumored. One of the most
prominent democratic Senators said  to-day
that it gave. him the greatest satisfactioa
that Mr. Fish remained, and that he should have
thought us resignation at tils moment a grave
public calnmity, and this leeling |8 general among
those on both sioes who are not venement parti-
sans. Whether Congress will heed tne President's
request to provide him with a policy In regard to
thie Southern States (s not certain, It 18 possible
that the sesslon may pass over without bringing
toe fmthiul to an agreement. The vioienoce of
some ol the carpet-baggers beging to disgust

the better class of repubiicans, one ol
whom, a New FEngland man, sald to-day
that he would not* go Into cancus i

these people were to rule and 1o make their de-
mands the tests of party fdeuty. It 18 said that
the Louisiana committee will raport to the House
to-morrow, bat this 18 not certain. The sob-com-
mittee mesn to have thelr report read: but Mr,
Hoar may inveni new delays, so as to give the
President’s Message a falr stars, and sllow that
to make I(ta impressirn on the public mind.
The Southern policy now taked of Is to
make appropriaticns for the pay and
#ubsistence of the army for  twe
years, and to revive the law which gave the
Presudent power, In his diseretion, 10 declare mamn
tinl law In any Sonthern distriet. This, 1% Is sups
posed, would, If & pretext waa given by violenos
or disorder, lead to the throwing out of a ocerialy
number of Sonthern electoral votes in the eleos
tion of 1878, but whether such & sohemse can Wi

ploy, rent innd to or in any other manner give ald,
coiuiiurt or credit toaav man. woite or biack whQ

carried through Congress 1 s xot doubibul.



